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Sunday, March 28,  2021

Dear BPS Students and Families,

Introducing our BPS Equity Roadmap! As a staff and school community we continue to
engage in discussions that support our commitment to human rights, equity and
inclusion. We wanted to extend a huge thank you to Ms. Pearl, Mrs. Reicker and all staff
and students who collaborated to bring this vision to life.

This showcase, which features all staff and students at BPS, is a launching point that
invites classes across all grades to engage in discussions and activities centred on two
questions for this year, “what makes you unique?”, and “have you told your story?”.

https://barrhavenps.ocdsb.ca/
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April is World Autism Month

Friday April 2nd is World Autism Awareness Day and everyone is encouraged to “Light it
Up Blue” on that day in support of understanding and acceptance of people with
Autism. As April 2nd is Good Friday and there will be no school, BPS will be lighting it up
blue on Tuesday, April 6th! We welcome pictures of members of our school community
“Lighting it up Blue” at barrhavenps@ocdsb.ca.

In recognition of Autism Awareness Month 2021, the District will be hosting a virtual 3
part speaker series open to all OCDSB families and staff. These events will take place on
April 1, 8 and 22 from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm. Interested families and staff can learn more
and register here.

The OCDSB’s Human Rights Policy Consultation and Police Involvement in School Policy
and practice review are still underway. There is an ongoing opportunity for parents, staff
and the school community to participate in both reviews. Please see the section below
for the information that was shared last week. Additionally, more information can be
found on the District website or on our school website: https://barrhavenps.ocdsb.ca/.

The School Council will be having a Boston Pizza Fundraising event! Please see the
School Council Update section below for more details. Last day to order is April 9th by
4:00pm and pickup at Boston Pizza Barrhaven is between 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm on April
11th.

Chag Pesach Sameach to all  of our staff and families celebrating Passover this week.

A reminder that Friday, April 2nd is Good Friday and Monday, April 5th is Easter Monday
and there will be no school for staff or students. Wishing all of our staff and families who
celebrate a Happy Easter.

We thank you for continuing to do the COVID19 screening for your child/children DAILY
before the start of the school day. The link to the Covid-19 Screening Tool for students
can be found here:
https://secureforms.ottawapublichealth.ca/School-Health-Sante-scolaire/COVID-19-Sc
reening-Tool-for-Students

If your child becomes symptomatic while at school, we will continue to follow Ottawa
Public Health protocols and all children from the household must be picked up.

We continue to thank you for being mindful of the District’s message around drop-off
and picking up students. Please park in designated areas, wear a mask, and do not
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linger afterwards. Our goal is to keep all students, staff and families safe. We appreciate
your cooperation and support.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please connect with either one of us.

Trent Taniguchi and Vanessa Ogungbemile

In this edition of our BPS Wolf Pack Message:

● From the District
● OCDSB Human RIghts Policy and Police Involvement in Schools Consultations
● OSTA/Buses
● Are You Moving or Thinking About Changing Programs?
● School Council Update
● Upcoming Dates

FROM THE DISTRICT:

Dear OCDSB Families,

The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases is rising in the community and in schools. The
current school case numbers are at the highest levels we have seen all year. New COVID
variants are increasingly reported in our community and have been identified in Ottawa schools.
As the number of cases increases, so does the number of high-risk contacts who must
self-isolate. This is creating serious staff shortages. Over the last week, several OCDSB schools
have had to pivot to remote learning.

Please ensure you are completing the daily self-assessment before school. Do not send your
child to school if there are any symptoms. Public health measures such as physical distancing
and mask wearing (even outside) are key to reducing transmission. Ottawa Public Health
recommends children wear a mask if they are playing near kids from outside your household or
at a playground. Adults can set a great example - wear your mask and keep a safe distance
from others too.

With holidays and a week-long break approaching April 12-16, we must continue to follow public
health guidelines. This is not the time to host gatherings, playdates or sleepovers, or travel to
see loved ones. Let’s keep focused on the good habits we have developed and work to keep the
community protected and children in school until the end of June.

Secondary Student Success Day - April 9

In the recent Winter Survey, secondary students and parents asked us to reduce workload
stressors in support of student well-being. In response to those concerns, the OCDSB is
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establishing a Secondary Student Success Day on April 9th. This will be a dedicated
asynchronous learning day for students to catch up and complete any outstanding work before
the April Break (12-16). There will be no secondary in-person or remote learning classes and no
new material taught on this day; secondary students will not attend school. Secondary students
will be reminded to take any learning materials home with them on April 7th or 8th. Elementary
students (grades 7&8) in 7-12 schools will attend school on this day.

Standing Up to Racism

Over the past year, we have witnessed acts of racism in many forms and we have learned that
we cannot be silent in the face of hatred and racism. The recent shootings in Atlanta are yet
another example of targeted hatred and discrimination. We strongly condemn anti-Asian racism
in all its forms and stand in solidarity with students, parents, staff and community members who
may be feeling the impact of discrimination.

The OCDSB is taking proactive steps to address racism. One activity currently underway is the
development of a human rights policy. This policy is key to putting in place standards of practice
and a program for enforcing anti-racism, anti-discrimination and anti-harassment. You can
participate in the OCDSB Human Rights Policy Consultation in one of these ways:

● Complete the survey
● Join a group discussion
● Learn more about the consultation

International Trans Day of Visibility - March 31

We all have a role to play to ensure that trans and gender diverse students have a safe learning
environment. Join us in marking International Trans Day of Visibility next week, and watch for
more information on our website.

2021-2022 School Year Calendar, Additional Changes Coming

Earlier this week, we shared on our website a version of the 2021-2022 school year calendar.
Based on some updates from the Ministry of Education and feedback received, we will be
revising this calendar. An updated version will be shared in the coming month.

Spread the word - Register now for Kindergarten

Do you have friends with a preschool-aged child? Help us spread the word that registration is
open for Kindergarten at the OCDSB.

Visit our website (ocdsb.ca/kindergarten) for more information on our program along with
recorded videos from parent information sessions at elementary schools across the District.

In case you missed it:

Police Involvement in Schools - Policy and Practice Review

● Join a group discussion
● Learn more about the consultation

OCDSB Community Recognition Awards

● Nominate a Volunteer before 11:00pm on April 16, 2021
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● Learn more

Ottawa Black Education Network (OBEN) - Stronger Together: Black Parents Network
Session - March 27, 10:30 a.m.

● Learn more and register

OCDSB Indigenous Youth Symposium - Virtual Event Series - March 31, 6:00 p.m.

● Learn more and register

Autism Awareness Virtual Speaker Series - April 1, 8, and 22, 7:00 p.m.

● Learn more and register

OCDSB HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY  AND POLICE INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOLS
CONSULTATIONS:
The OCDSB is currently in Phase One of developing its new human rights policy as well
as the Police Involvement in Schools consultations. Over the next several weeks, staff,
students, families and community members have an opportunity to help shape the
development of the human rights policy as well as the Police Involvement in Schools
policy by participating in the District’s Human Rights Policy and Police Involvement in
Schools  consultations.

You can access the Human Rights Policy Consultation page for more information or
participate in any of the following ways:

● Complete the District survey (Open until April 5, 2021)
● Participate in a virtual consultation from March 22- April 7  (Register here)
● Write the District a message and share your thoughts and ideas:

consultation.humanrights@ocdsb.ca
● Encourage friends and family to participate too - share the link to the survey, view

and share this Human Rights consultation video , etc.

You can access the Police Involvement in Schools- Policy and Practice review page for
more information or participate in any of the following ways:

● Complete the District survey (available soon)
● Participate in a virtual consultation from March 23- April 9  (Register here)
● Write the District a message and share your thoughts and ideas:

PoliceInvolvementConsultation@ocdsb.ca.

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/84IKp-TJo3_brs6snwYMyw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRiP1myP0Q7aHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9jbXMvT25lLmFzcHg_cG9ydGFsSWQ9NTU0NzgmcGFnZUlkPTIxNDk1OTNXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmBYMiZeYLvUqLNSGHRyZW50LnRhbmlndWNoaUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/CEaAiWZHZG02WTQ0gA-Jsw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRiP1myP0Q8aHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9jbXMvT25lLmFzcHg_cG9ydGFsSWQ9NTU0NzgmcGFnZUlkPTM2Nzc1NzkyVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpgWDImXmC71KizUhh0cmVudC50YW5pZ3VjaGlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Q9F1t0XGqonQV-iRhBZEsw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRiP1myP0QwaHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9uZXdzL2luZGlnZW5vdXNfeW91dGhfc3ltcG9zaXVtVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpgWDImXmC71KizUhh0cmVudC50YW5pZ3VjaGlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/CEJUo-WU3WUU6kg-GSLNLg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRiP1myP0Q8aHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9jbXMvT25lLmFzcHg_cG9ydGFsSWQ9NTU0NzgmcGFnZUlkPTM2Nzc1NjgyVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpgWDImXmC71KizUhh0cmVudC50YW5pZ3VjaGlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
https://ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=36429793
https://ocdsb.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bKlzTCqw9ySiv30
https://ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=36760823
https://ocdsb.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bKlzTCqw9ySiv30
https://youtu.be/_9vD2snd_To
https://ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=36686251
https://ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=36761587


OSTA/BUSES:
If your child is NOT taking the bus this year, please consider opting out using the
following link: https://ottawaschoolbus.jotform.com/OSTA/opt-out-application. This
allows us as a school to have the most up to date information about which students are
taking the bus.
At times there are short term (daily) cancellations for one or more buses. We do not
usually have this information in advance. Parents are advised to sign up to receive
information about bus cancellations or delays at http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/

ARE YOU MOVING OR THINKING ABOUT CHANGING PROGRAMS?
If you are moving out of our school catchment area, please contact the office to inform
us as we begin our planning for next year. In addition, if you are considering a switch of
programs (i.e, from Early French Immersion to English) for September, please put your
request in writing and send it directly to trent.taniguchi@ocdsb.ca

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE:

Please note that there will be no School Council meeting for the month of April. The next
School Council meeting will be held on Monday, May 3rd at 7:00 pm.

NEW- Boston Pizza fundraiser- Order your own Make at home Kit from our Boston Pizza.
Pizza toppings & all details can be viewed in the attachment. Individual size $9.99,
Medium size $11.99. Orders must be in by Friday April 9th at 4pm for Sunday April 11th

pickup between 12-4pm. Any questions, please contact Krystal @
bpslunches@gmail.com
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BPS Spiritwear- Barrhaven Public School has spirit! Every Friday is the day to show off
your pride by wearing BPS spirit wear. Families can order from a variety of t-shirts,
sweaters, pants and more at the following website:
https://barrhavenpublicschool.entripyshops.com/

Indigo FUNdraiser for Barrhaven PS- Great news! Our group just started a fundraising
page for Barrhaven Public School Fundraiser on Indigo FUNdraising. Every time we
shop online through our group's fundraising page, Barrhaven Public School Fundraiser
earns cash back! It’s that easy. If we work together, we'll meet our $1,000 goal in no time.
Join our fundraiser now using our invite code H4CC46 at
https://indigofundraising.flipgive.com/teams/join?fundraiser_name=Tracy&joincode=H4
CC46

https://barrhavenpublicschool.entripyshops.com/
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UPCOMING DATES:
March 22 - April 9- Human Rights Policy and Police Involvement in Schools discussion
March 22 - April 5- Human Rights Policy consultation survey
March 31- OCDSB Indigenous Youth Symposium - Virtual Event Series 6:00 p.m.
March 31- International Day of Trans Visibility
April- Autism Awareness Month
April 2- World Autism Awareness Day
April 2- Good Friday (No school for staff or students)
April 5- Easter Monday (No school for staff or students)
April 6- Light it Up Blue at BPS
April 9- Last day to order Boston Pizza Kit (4:00 pm deadline)
April 11- Boston Pizza Kit pickup @ Boston Pizza Barrhaven (12:00 pm - 4:00 pm)
April 12- 16- Spring Break


